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Ontario Launching Pilot Project for Rural Health Hubs
$2.5-Million Investment Will Enhance Care for Rural Patients
August 7, 2016 10:36 A.M.
Ontario is strengthening health care in Northern communities by finding innovative ways to
deliver care to patients through a new pilot project for rural health hubs.
As part of her week-long visit to more than a dozen Northern Ontario communities, Premier
Kathleen Wynne made the announcement today at Espanola Regional Hospital and Health
Centre, one of five sites chosen for the pilot project. Ontario will provide $2.5 million in funding
over three years for the five hubs.
The funding will enhance service integration at the five health care locations to help them
become fully integrated health hubs that better meet the unique needs of rural communities, and
that provide high-quality care for patients. They will connect modern services and coordinate
transitions between caregivers and doctors -- and make it easier for patients and their families
to understand and access their health care choices.
Along with community partners, the five health care centres participating in the pilot project are:






Espanola Regional Hospital and Health Centre
Dryden Regional Health Centre
Manitouwadge General Hospital
North Shore Health Centre -- formerly Blind River District Health Centre
Haliburton Highlands Health Services.

In collaboration with community partners, each site will support health system transformation
and improve care, access and outcomes for patients in remote areas of the province. It is
expected that the hubs will evolve into fully integrated health care delivery systems by 2017-18.
They will then provide care that is integrated from end to end -- public health, primary care,
mental health care, chronic disease management, acute care, home and community care, longterm care and palliative care.
Finding new and better ways to deliver health care to patients in rural Ontario is part of the
government's plan to build a better Ontario through its Patients First: Action Plan for Health
Care, which provides patients with faster access to the right care; better home and community
care; the information they need to live healthy; and a health care system that is sustainable for
generations to come.

QUOTES
" Our government is working to ensure access to high-quality health care in every corner of
Ontario. By bringing services together through the Rural Health Hubs project, we are making it
easier for people to get access to the care they need, where they need it."
- Kathleen Wynne
Premier of Ontario
" Rural health hubs will improve quality of care and deliver better health outcomes for people in
remote communities. By providing more integrated care for Ontarians closer to home, we are
putting patients’ needs first — providing faster access to the right care."
- Dr. Eric Hoskins
Minister of Health and Long-Term Care

QUICK FACTS








The Ontario Hospital Association and the Ontario Medical Association established a
Rural Health Hub Advisory Committee to develop a framework for implementing these
hubs.
Four of the five sites selected for this project are in Northern Ontario. This reflects the
vast geographical areas that many health care centres serve in the North.
Espanola Regional Hospital and Health Centre will receive an additional $97,300 in
operating funding this year –– a 0.9 per cent increase.
Espanola Regional Hospital and Health Centre will also receive more than $384,000 this
year through the Health Infrastructure Renewal Fund (HIRF), which helps hospitals
repair or replace roofs, windows, fire alarms and other building systems. Ontario is
investing $175 million this year through the HIRF — up from $125 million in 2015–16.
Small communities with fewer than 30,000 residents make up almost 25 per cent of
Ontario’s population.
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